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Writing answers for all of these is not essential. These are intended to help you make a note card or page that includes notes for a landscape design. Maybe you will think of a few important things too.

1. Are there conflicting factors like "will" a tree shade the area where you "will" grow vegetables? 

2. Do you live in a neighborhood with covenant rules - (Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions)?

3. If trees will be planted or replaced near the street, does your city have a street tree list or requirements regarding planting or tree removal? Do you need a Certified Arborist report, or can you proceed? 

4. Has your landscape maintenance company used herbicides or pesticides on the property? Consider asking them for the pesticide application records of the last year.

5. Are you lawn needs determined yet? If balls will be kicked or thrown, have you brought the location of your windows into consideration? This can make a difference when plotting long regions of grass. 

6. Have you taken future automobile purchases into account? In other words, if you plan to buy a 4 door truck in 2 years, will the landscape design plan version of the driveway work for that truck. 

7. Have you politely asked neighbors if they plan to remove any trees in the near future?

8. Have you listed your wants in order of priority? For example, you may want a grove of trees in the back and scenic views from 3 separate rooms facing the back. Maybe a plan can't achieve all. 

9. For starterscheck the following aspects that should be included in the final landscape plan:
a. Sidewalk
b. Patio
c. Deck
d. Pergola
e. Arbor
f. Fence
g. Driveway
h. Path
i. Boulders
j. Step stones
k. Pond
l. Waterfall
m. Water feature (pond, urn, dry creek bed)
o. Running creek bed
p. Orchard
q. Play house
r. Shed or shop
s. Golf green, chipping, putting area
t. Horse shoes or other activity zone
u. Fire pit
v. Trellis
w. Vegetable garden
x. Foot bridge
y. Garden Sculpture
z. Something unusual like an observatory

10. Are there problems that bother you like hazards, lack of privacy, blocked view, water problems, or other? 

11. Some neighborhoods demand ground covers. Also do you favor  ground cover or more mulch?

13. How important are birds? Or would they be a problem for your shiny Corvette in the driveway? 

14. We can Utility Locate, but, do you know of any septic or drain line locations that won't be located?. 

15. If you have irrigation now, is there an existing diagram? This is nice to have if available. 

16. Any unusual recurring climate conditions involving wind gusts, dampness, etc (micro-climates)?

17. Are there any deeded restrictions? Or easements? 

18. Is there a trend, mode, mood or feel that you want to lean towards like formal, country style, wooded, oriental, etc.? 

19. Do you have, or can you acquire a site plan, blueprint, diagram, map, etc.

20. Is there a natural feature or terrain that you wish to take advantage of like a tree, rock outcrop, hillside, spring, etc.? 

21. Will you be maintaining your yard, or will the work be contracted? 

22. If you do your own landscape maintenance, how much time would you spend? How many minutes or hours? 

23. Are you allergic to any plants? 

24. If you have pet birds, would you like to grow trees which are safe for making perches? 

25. Are there certain colors that you like? 

26. Are there certain colors that you dislike? 

27. Do you have pets that need to be contained on the property? Livestock contained from the landscaping? 

28. If you have horses, mules, llamas, alpacas or other livestock, are you aware of plants that are toxic to them? 

29. If near a waterway, will there be a boat dock, or access needed to a boat dock? 

30. Outside entertaining? Do you just have a friend over for lunch? Do you have parties with a lot of people? 

31. Are your outdoor occasions formal or casual? 

32. Would you need outdoor accent lighting? 

33. Do you want room in the landscaping for outdoor cooking equipment? 

34. Do you have a preference for deck material, or hardscaping like concrete or paver block patio? 

35. Would you prefer space for movable outdoor furniture and seating? Or would you prefer permanent or masonry type seating? 

36. Will there be a hot tub or swimming pool? Will those be geometrically shaped, or irregularly curved? Will the deck around be wood, concrete, textured, or replication of nature like boulders? 

37. Will you include, if applicable: Dog house, dog run, utility shed, guest house, garden shed or greenhouse? Or these: Pump house, functioning well, compost areas, barns, corral?

38. Are your comfortable with the use of pesticides in moderation? Or, do you want a pesticide free yard? 

39. Are you, your family missing the use of one or more of the 5 natural senses? For example, if sight is lacking, soft texture foliage that feels nice to the touch can be increased. 

40. Need extra parking? How about a wide paver path with a strong base to improvise for extra parking? 

41. Do you need a secluded area in which to meditate, think or relax? 

42. Would you prefer "transparent fencing" or open landscaping because you enjoy meeting pedestrians? 

43. Have you considered using affordable security cameras to watch children; or for security?

44. What other characteristics do you want? Color? Fragrance? Wildlife? Total decorative rock with no plants? 

45. Do you have a home based business? Does the landscape layout need to adapt to customers visiting?

46. Can your landscape blend with a yard next door, like 2 lawns converging to make each yard look larger? 

47. Do you want to have mounds or small hills developed? 

48. Do you want to have "rooms" outside, sometimes called other names like Garden Rooms or Outdoor Rooms, etc.? Basically, that's a figurative term referring to designing outdoor landscape areas to replicate the use of inside rooms, often having them appear separate, but in a landscape planting and architecture way. 

49. Will you do your own installation, or hire a licensed landscape contractor? 

50. Roughly, what is your budget? If you list $2000, a landscape design plan is very possibly a waste of your money. Unless, maybe, you will do the work yourself - that can make a significant cost differences. To justify a design plan, your landscaping should be in the $4000 to $250,000 + range if you will hire a landscape contractor.. Under $2000, consider consulting and basic sketches or notes. 
